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April 27, 2018 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting:  None  

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or 

projects in progress: 

 

MDOT plans for M-51 & M-62 

Last week I spoke with MDOT’s Cost and Scheduling Engineer, John Smith, regarding the 

condition of pavement on state highways in Dowagiac. He reported that the milling and 

resurfacing of both M-62 and M-51 within the city limits will be done during the 2019 

construction season. Part of the project will include making sure sidewalk approaches are 

compliant with current ADA requirements. There will be some tree removal done as part of the 

project and MDOT will replace each tree that is removed. The City will assist MDOT in 

selecting the appropriate replacement locations and will water the trees after they are planted. 

 

Now that we are assured of the construction timing the city will finalize plans for some utility 

improvement including the replacement of several lead water service leads that are located on 

M-62. We will make sure utility construction is completed prior to repaving. 

 

Department of Public Services Update  

DPS Director Chad Tyrakowski reports that the utilities department and crews had a busy week 

with disconnects/reconnects.  From this point there will be two disconnects per month:  regular 

& extension. 

 

The electric crew and Chad attended transformer training at the Niles Utilities Department 

Service Center.  The crew also assisted with pulling the pumps again at Vineyard, and 

continued with the installation the new single-

phase circuit on Clyborn. 

 

The water/sewer crew completed several projects 

this week.  Assisted by Ferguson, McDonald 

Underground, and Gordon, they live-tapped a 2” 

line into a 12” water main, bore under Pokagon 

St., and installed a shut-off valve to serve the 

school bus garage in the near future.  This is an 

upgrade to the current well system being utilized.  

The crew also replaced a section of broken sewer 

line with major root intrusion on McPhil St.                               

 



In addition, they replaced a broken shut-off 

valve and lead water line on Orchard St.  Other 

items completed include cleaning the pumps at 

Vineyard, leaf pick-up, and MISS DIGS.  They 

also squeezed-in some cleaning/televising of 

the remaining sewer lines.   

 

Now that spring has hopefully finally sprung 

for good, the crews are addressing several 

ground restorations from work completed over 

the winter and burials.  A plan is in the works 

to also repair lawn damage caused by 

“critters” in the cemetery.  

 

The bid-opening for the razing of 207 Halstead was held on Wednesday, and was awarded to 

Merrill Excavating.  All utilities have been disconnected; and, the house is ready for 

demolition.  Republic Services and the city had a productive week with spring clean-up.   

 

Mitch worked with the police department on the installation of a new software upgrade.  He is 

also facilitating the cleaning/televising of the Indian Lakes sewer lines.  Nearly 40 manhole 

covers have been found buried or paved-over.  CES crews will attempt to expose the buried 

covers.  We are reviewing options to uncover those that were paved-over.  Mitch also 

continues working to submit Dowagiac’s sewer footage/data to Wightman.  CES will be back 

to complete a few large-diameter pipes they missed; and, Mitch is identifying a plan to wrap-

up any other loose-ends in the process. 

 

Good news from the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Nutrigro Environmental Solutions finally 

made it in to field-apply, working to empty our aerobic digesters.  This will likely continue into 

next week. 

 

Wednesday, May 2, Lecture 

The Dowagiac area History Museum will present The Automobile: Beyond the Limits of 

Design, by David O. Lyon of the Gilmore Car Museum.  Programs begin at 6:30 p.m., free to 

members, $5 admission to non-members. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

      City Manager 


